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THE 


SINFULNESS 
INFIDELITY: 


Heb. III. 12. 

Take heed brethren, leſt there be in 
any of you, an evil heart of un- 
belref,in departing from the li- 
ving God.--Exhort one another 


daily. --» 


ball not ſpend time in a 
DV EQ Cciſputation concerning the 
FE BY Author of this Epiſtle,vis. 
XS 


whether it were Paul, or 


— or Late, or Clemens, or Apot- 
los, &c. but ſhall with the Church of 
Exgland, ſuppoſe S. Paul to have been 
the Author of it, 


1 
A 2 It 
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If the Author of it be not infallibly 
knowen, this ought not to detract from 
its Authority, 

Moſt of the other Epiſtles have 
been acknewlede'd to be of divine Au- 
thority, becauſe they were komm to 
have proceeded from Apoſtolical wri- 
ters. 

This (on the contrary) hath been 
concluded to be an Apoftolical Epiſtle, 
propter Thi; Gegodws & young Chard: 
Ferem, by reaſon of that divine and 
Apoſtolical Spirit, which co thoſe who 
have had their Senſes exerciſed, hath 
manifeſtly appeared in it, 

If it were lawful (in this ſenſe) to 
Compare 3 things with ſpiritual; 
I ſhould not fear to affirm, that this 
Epiſtle hath in it ſome peculiar advan 
tages; Compared with ſome other of 
the Epiſtles, (Advantages, I mean, of 


uſefulneſs, not ol Authority, ſeeing all] 


of them iſſued from the ſame Spirir,) 
The deſign of it is General, Funds 
mental, Comprehenſiue, not Private, Cir- 
cunsſtantial , Occaſional ; And it hath 
peculiarly conveyed to the Church . 
great treaſures. f. A Compleat Model, 
or 


[UM 


of Infidelity, 3 
or Syſtem, of Chriſtian Divinity, And 
2 


> eWay of that Analogy, manner 
of ratiocination, whereby the true Spi- 
rit, and meaning of the Types and Pro- 


pheſies of the Old Teffament is to be 


found out and applied. 


It was directed to the Hebrews; That 
is, to thoſe of the Fewiſh Nation, who 
had received the Goſpel, and made 2 
Profeſſion of Chriſtianity, And the 
main Scope and 4 of it, is to pre- 
ſerve the Profefors of Chriſtianity 
from Apoſtacy and Infidelity. 

The means uſed to this purpoſe , are 
partly Didactical, and partly Protrepti- 
cal; Demonſtrating the truths of the 
* and then urging the Profeſſors 
of thoſe truths, to be ſtedſaſt in the 


faith, and to beware of Infidelity, 


The Method here uſed is a mixt me- 
thod of Doctrine and — Dog- 
matical truths and pathetical Ex bort ar 
tions continually interwoven, 


He begins with the Great foundation Chap. r. 


of our faith, Chriſt is the Son of God, 
the brightneſs of his glory; better then 


the Angels. Wherefore if the Word ctup.z. 


ſpoken b els was ſtedfaſt, how 
A wn A 3 "ſhall 


3 
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ſhall we eſcape if we neglect ſo great 
ſalvation? 

From the Compariſon of Chriſt with 
Moſes, he concludes againſt Hardneſs 
of Heart and Infidelity, 

He demonſtrates the Prieſt hood ol 
Chriſt to be more Excellent then that 
of Aaron; and in the »widft of his 
argument, he falls into an Application, 
or Corollary, concerning the dreadful 
Condition of them that fall away. 
This is his deſign, and method, 
thorowout the Epiſtle z Whatever Do- 
&rine he is upon, this is ſtill the 4yift 
and aim of all his Applications,namely 
to preſerve the Profeſſor of Chriſt ia- 
nity, trom Apoſtacy and Infidelity. 

The words, which I have choſen, are 
2 Reiteration or Reinforcement of an 
Application, or Corollary, ariſing fiom 
the Confideration of the Excellency of 
Chriſt above Moſes, Moſes was faith- 
ful in the houſe as a Servant; Chriſt 
as a Son, over his own houſe, ' This 
houſe are we if we hold faſt our faith, 

Wherefore as the Holy Ghoſt ſaith, 
Ha den not your hearts=— © : 


Take 
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Take heed brethren, leſt 

I ſay, the words are an liſe of Exhor- 
ſalion, and in them are conſiderable, 

1, The Perſons to whom directed: 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, expteſſed in 
the Ward Brethren. 

2. Matter or Object about which ic 
is converſant, Il belief: heart unbelief. 

3. Form of Exhortation 11mg of 
Caveat, emere. take heed, 

Now every Ceveat implies, 

1. Evil in the thing. 

2. Danger of the thing. 

3. That there are wayes and means 
to prevent it. This is implyed in the 
Caveat, and expreſſed in words fol- 
lowing, 

My deſign, at this time, will be to 
enforce the Exhortation of the Text: 
And ſeing that every Application is a 
Conſequence ot Corollary atiſing from 
ſome Antecedent Propoſition, and the 
force of it is finally reſolved into the 
truth and evidence and concernment of 
that Antecedent: Therefore it will be 
neceſſary to draw out _ Antecedent 
by reflecting briefly upon the Text as ic 
lies in — of the Epiſtle. 

a4 I Then, 
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I. Then, tor the Perſons, They are 
+ here ſtyled Brethren, and elſewhere, 
3% Hoh Brethren, Partakers of the hes 
ven Calling, | hey were gi 
reg, baptized into the Profeſsion of | s 
the Goſpel, they had taſted of the 4: 
Word of God, and the power of the on 
world to come, re: 

IT. The Matter, Habelief, or rather 
Dwbelief, (not Negative Infidelity, I ty. 
but a poſitive Revolting from the D 
8 faith which they had profeſſed) Ge-. te 
nerally, a Disbelief of the Word of * 
God; Particularly, a Disbelief of || 


2 
* 


the Goſpel, as to the Doctrines, ot] hi 
8 Promiſes, or Threatnings thereof, ＋ 


III. For the Ferm that which is here It 
expreſſed by Baemrle (look to it) is in 
the other forms of Exhortation, tho- f. 
rowout the Epiſtle, expreſſed by a 
termes of the greateſt Emphaſis and t 
earneſtneſs imaginable, Let us Feu | n 
leſt we fall ſhort, 4. 1. 7 

Labour to enter, 4. 11. 
Uſe diligence, not] be flothful, | * 


6. 11, 12, 4 
Preſs earneſtly, draw near, hold | © 
faſt, 10, 22, , 
wor | 
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EA rg DEgaryer WH Tos mas 

ezppuupy* Let us give more dili- 

gent heed left by any means we fhould 

let it lip, 2.1, 

So that the Summe of the Apoſtles 
Argumentation is this: The laſt reſoluti- 
on of all the obligation of men, is into 
reaſons of Duty and of Intereſt, 

If there be Wickedneſs in 1nfideli- 
ty, it is matter of Pty, if there be 
Danger in it, and anger of it, it is mat- 
ter of Intereſt and Concernment to Be- 


| pareoOt it, 


as 


This Heart of Upnbelief is an Evil 
heart (cgi rernen) there is Wicked- 
veſs in it, It grieves the Spirit of God; 
It provoked him So, that he ſware in his 
wrath, that he would take Vengeance 
for it: there is Danger in it. Tet it was 
a thing Ordinary and common amongſt 
the Fathers of theſe Hebrews, it was 
neque Novum, neque Rarum, There 1 
Danger of it, 

lt is the Duty and Concernment 
© of every one Profeſsing Chriſtianity 
to take heed leſt there be in them an 
< heart of Unbelief, and to uſe all means 
to prevent it. This is the Ante- 
* cedent, Where- 


UM 
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Wherefore take heed brethren, &c. 
(which is the Exhortation by way of 
Caveat z —— Exhort one another dayly, 
&c. which is the way to prevent it, 

So then for the enforcement of the 
exhortation upon the whole matter, I 
am to (peak | 

I, of the Evil of Infidility, 

II. of the Danger of falling into it. 

III, of the meanes of preventing it. 

And then to conclude with 

I'V. The Exhortation of the Text, 


In ſpeaking of the Evil of Infide- 
lity, I ſhall not diſcourſe at large, but 
confine my ſelf to an enquiry into tw# 
pretenſes (Which having been broach- 
ed in the late times of 7»fdclity towards 
the King, are ſaid to have operated 
very far towards a — Apoſtacy 
from the faith, and the production of 
Infidelity towards God) both which 
appealing to the tenor of the Scriptures; 
muſt be examined by them, 

The firſt is of a famous Author,and 
it is this, That the Scriptures do not 
make 71»fidelity to be a Sin, at the time 
of the delivery of the Scriptures, is 

e 


— 
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The ſecond is of a Writer more ab- 


diſpoſition of the preſent generation, 
that it hath poſſeſſed the minds of ma- 
ny; it is this, that 

Although Infideliiy ( according to 
the Scriptures) in the times of Chriſt 
and his Apoſtles, were ſinful, and inex- 
cuſable; yet in our times, it is excuſa- 
ble, Theſe are the pretences to be ex- 
amineda 

The Subſtance of the Goſpel, as it 
mmediately relates to Chriſtian duty, 
is ſummarily reduced to the DotFrines 
and Injunct ions of out Lord Chriſt, and 
his Apoſtles, 

The Author of Leviathan (cap.q2, 
pag. 286.) tells us in plain terms, that 

ye do not read any where in the Scri- 
ce ptures) that they which received not 
* the Doctrine of Chriſt, did therein 
Sin. 

& And again, that the Injunctions of 
Chriſt, and his Apoſtles, men might re- 
fuſe without ſin, 

Now concerning this aſſertion, I can- 
not chuſe but ſay, that had I not been 
acquainted with the works of that — 

| thor 


als 


2. 


ſcure, but in it ſelf, ſo agreeable to the C. V. 


M4. 21.4 3. 


14.25. 


8 
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thour (eſpecially thoſe relating to to- 
ligion) [ ſhould exceedingly wonder at 
it, becauſe it ſuppoſes men never to 
look into their Bibles,which is the thing 
it would perſwade, 

In the 21, of Matth, Our Saviour 
askes the Fewes this queſtion, Did ye 
ve ver read inthe Scriptures ſuch a * 
a queſtion v hich I muſt repeat to the 
Aſſertors of this dofFrine. Did they ne- 
ver read in the Scriptures the Sinfulneſs, 
the Danger, the Heynowſneſs of Infideli- 
lity : Surely he that tuns may read it. 

Our Saviour Chriſt.before hi death, 
did oftentimes vehemently rebuke his 


Diſciples, for 1nfidelity, O faithlels | ; 


and perverſe generation, how long ſhall 
I endure you? ¶ Quoaſque tandem abu- 
temini patientia noſtri ) And aſter hi 
Reſurrection, he calls them fools and 
flow of heart, for unbelieving: Did they 
never read theſe Increpations ? 

The Author of this Epiſtle, and the 
reſt of the Apoſtles, do every where ve- 
hemently and earneſtly dehort from Un- 
belief, Did they never read theſe De- 
bortations ? 


lo ths 8 of John, Chiift tells che 
Jews, 
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r* | Fews, that it they believe not, they J 55 
rt 1 Bull dy in their Sins, That thewrathof 
ing God abideth on them, that he that be- 
. JI lieveth not, is damned already. Did 
1oUr they never read theſe Denunciations? 
4% Yes! theſe laſt, it ſeems this Author 
ing: had read, & as his manner is, thinking he 
ene ¶ could accommodate an anſwer to theſe, 
he hath pronounced ſecurely of all the 
eſs, | reſt: To theſe he ſaith chat they import 
eli- | onely a von- remiſſion of the ſons com- 
lit, mitted ag anſt the laws of their C gantry; 
th, (that they ſhould dy in: hem 3 bat that 
his they do not evince, any ſinfulneſs to be 
leſs in\7»fidelity ; Wheretore I muſt crave 
hall | icence to proceed, 7 
The Apoſtle inthe21 of the Revela- 4. 
hs tions, givea Catalogue of ſuch ſinners ag K. 21.8. 
and | e of the bigeſt rank, Such as are moſt 
ey | abomnable in the eyes of God, Such as 
are to have their portion in that lale 
the | which burneth with fire and brimftone, 
Ve- | and he puts Vnbelievers in the head of 
In- this Regiment The fearful and © Un- 
De- * believers, and Abominable, aud Mar- 
« therers, and Whoremongers, and Sorce- 
the &-ers, and Lyars (hall have their portion 


vi, in that lake. 
But 


UMI 


0bj.1, 


Keſ. 1. 


0j. z. 


Ref. 2. 


Jer. 2. 12. 
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But it may be, perhaps; that the] 
Scripture doth not in plary and eæpreſi e., 
termes, affirm Infidelity to be Sintul! I 

The Text tells us plainly and expre[- « 
ly, that an heart of unbelief is apa} e 
Tomes (not „ αν but rorne g 5 not . © 
commodious but wicked.) the 

But Philoſophers and Mathematicians 
(pretendingStrictneſs & demonſtration 
in diſcourſe) regard not general wordt I 
but have recourſe to the Definitions 
things, and from thence proceed to 1 44 
firm or deny the Attribution which is 
under queſtion, Let us therefore have} 1, 
recourſe to the definition of Sin. 

Thoſe who have ſpoken moſt act ·¶ tic 
rately concerning the nature of Sin, they f ct 
have reſolved, that the formal notiond x. 
it, conſiſts in a departure from God. it I h 
is Averſis à Deo, & Converſio ad crew | 
turam. tell 

In the ſecond of Feremy, and 12. weſ the 
find the Prophet as it were in furore ſacri fad 
(in a prophetic rage) breaking forth in- I fe 
to this Exclamation. Be afteniſhed,[p,1 
oO je heavens, be ye horribly afraid, beſ del 
* yery deſolate ſaith the Lord! What reje 
alles the Prophet to cry ſo loud: 
to 
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to make the beavers reſound his Excla- 
mation? my people (ſaith he) have 
U committed two Great evils, they have 
* Forſaken me, that's the firſt. An heart 
re "| © of unbelief, is an evil heart, in depar- 
ting from the living God, 

It is true that the Spirit of God in 
the Scriptures, doth not aſaally deſcend 
to Logical accuracy, to the quatenue, 
or Cauſality, to the obſervation of the 
mles of yg-7z mules, ng aulo, xa 


ff q TpwToY, 
% And this makes it oft-times, harder 
to deal with men of perverſe minds, 
ay then many do imagine, But the more 
rare this is, the more you will take no- 
tice of the Providence, when you ſhall 
hey} conſider, how accurately, anc how fully, 
wolf the Scripture hath determined that 
i phich is in Queſtion, 


re In the 16. of Fob. 8. our Saviour 7. 


tells them, that the Spirit ſhall rebuke 
. the world of Sin, ot righteouſneſs, of 
«NV fadeciment : Of Sin, Becauſe they be- 
Au tte ve not on him, Joh, 3, 18, he that 
ech belteveth not is Condemned, becauſe he 
» deſhelieveth not. Ad sa, j xpiors, the 
hat rejetion of the Goſpel is ſajd to be 
ud? rr 
to 


16.8. 
3.18. 


19. 


P[.61.9, 
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the very Condemnation, So expreſiy is, 
the 9 aulo, delivered to us, (by 
Cauſal and Identical propoſitions ) in 
the Scripture z Who is it now, that 
can perſwade us, that the Scriptures do 
not affirm, any Sinfulneſs to be in Ink. 
delity 

Yes verily ! the Scriptures not oneh 
teach us, that unbelief is a fin, but they 
teach us likewiſe 

6. The Heinouſneſs and Aggravatim, 
the Sinfulneſs and Puniſhment of this 
Sin 


It was ths that brought all othe 
{in into the World; and every Premed. 
tated fin ariſes from it. It hardens the 
heart, and ſears the Conſcience, and 
makes it bid defiance to the Lord d 
Glory, 

Concerning David we read in the 
Pſalms, that once he ſaid in his Auf 
that al men are {iars, did he revoke it 
when he was at /eiſure ? No, the more 
he thought of it, the higher he pro- 
ceeds, and becomes the more aſſured in 
this charge; Surely (ſaith he) Men d 
low degree are Vanity, and men of high 
degree are ( not liars but) a Lie. Tet i 

one 
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one gives the lie to one of theſe hars, 
it is the utmoſt provocation; it is the 
fated word of defiance, concluded fit to b. 23. 15 
j#fifie the Duel or the Stab. On the 
#her (ide, God glories in this, that he 
is not a man that he ſhould lie, that the 
ſtrength of Iſrael will not lie, yet 4 
lelity gives him the he. He that be- 
« lieveth not God makes him a Liar. 
1 Joh. 5. 10.) 

7.1 defire to know what is that x- 
eco, whereby the Heinouſneſs of any fin 
s to be eſtimated, 

Is it the denunciation of Future Ven- x; 1.7, 
geance? „The Lord Jeſus ſhall be 
revealed from heaven with his mighty 
Angels, in flaming fire, taking Venge- 

«© ance upon Unbelievers, and they ſhall 

* be puniſhed with everlaſting deſtru- 
« ion, from the preſence of the 
Lord and from the preſence of his 
te power, 

Is it 0/4 or New, Paſt, or preſent In- 
ances of Vengeance? Were not the z. 11. 10 

of this people newly cut off for anbe- 

lief : And of ancient dayes, whoſe were 
the Carcaſſes that fell inthe idea 
and to whom did God ſwear in his 
B wrath, 


. 


A 


Heb. 3. 


P|.95, 
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wrath, that they ſhould got enter into 
his reſt, but to them that believed 
not? | 
Conſider but the ſtory, from whence 
the Exhortation of the Text arifes, How 
God mas provoked throagh unbelief. The 
c text tells us. that he was Moved, he 
es was Tempted, be wasGrived , he was 
Provoe ted, till he (ware in his wrath — 
The words are taken ont of the gy 


Pfalm, to which the 78. is parallel 


* they were(faith the Pſalmilt)a fub- 
© born and rebellious Generation; I hey 
© tempttd God, and ſpoke againſt him, 
* Therefore the Lord heard this and 
ce was wroth: So a fire was kindled 
* againftFacob and anger againſt Ifrae!; 
© Becauſe they believed not in God, and 


„ ti#fted not in his Salvation 


* When God heard this, he waz 
* wtoth, and greatly abhorred Iſrael, 
*© he gave way to his Indignation, 
mm anger, diſpleaſure and Fea- 
ouſy. | 

I conceive, now the ff Queſtion to 
be ſtared, viz, Mhethet ( accotding to 
the tenor of the Scripture) lyfidelity 
were ſinful and dangeront, in the = 
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of the delivery of the Scripiures: 1 
proceed to the ſecond Queſtion, viz, 
(However it was in antient times.) 

2. Whether Infidelity, be not in ſuch 
times as ours Excuſable ? \ 

My meaning is this: Whether(ſpeak- 
ing according to Scriptural grounds, 
and reaſon) Now that Miracles, extra- 
ordinary gifts and Propheſies are ceaſed, 
Infidelity be not become Excuſable 
(however it might be Sinful and ind æca- 
ſable during the time when Propheſies 
and Miracles were in ufe *) 

The firſt verſe of this Epiſtle (to the 
Hebrews ) tells us what powerful and 
noble motives to believe, God had at- 
forded to the Fathers. | 

Cod himſelf was pleaſed to ſpeak to 
them, ToAvurgws & Ne, at ſun- 
dry times, and in diyersmanters, 

tn the Times of the Patriarchs, Fud- 
ges, Kings, and Prophets, by the Wayes 
of Viſtons, Dreams, Voices, © imiltades, 
_ and by divers miracles and min- 

ers. 

$0 likewiſe, for thoſe that are here ex- 
borted; About the time of the Wri- 
ting of this Epiſtle, God had ſpoken 

B 2 to 


. 
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to them by his Son (the brightneſs of 
his Glory, the image of his perſon) 
And by the Apoſtles, to whom alſo he 
bare Witneſs, by mighty ſignes and won- 
ders, by divers mir:cles and gifts of the 
Holy Ghoſt. 

Now that Sach men as theſe, who had 
ſo great advantages to bring them to 
believe, ſhould be ſeverely puniſhed for 
Infidelity, I am perſwaded there is 
hardly any man, but thinks it very juſt 
and reaſonable. 

That ſuch as had ſeen the wonders of 
God, in Egypt and the Wilderneſs, ſo 
manifeſtly miraculous, (0 often repeated, 
and yet for all this would not believe, 
that their Carcaſſes ſhould fall in the 
Wilderneſs. 

That Ananias and Sapphira.who had 
known the miracles which had been 
done by the Apoſtles, ſhould think to 
Couſen the Apoſtles: it deſerved the 

»dement that befell them. 

As for osr ſelves had we lived in the 
times of Miracles ot Propheſies,ve doubt 
not but we ſhould have believed, Or, 
as Philip (aid, ſhew us the father, and it 
ſufficetb. Could we but once ſee a mi- 
racle 
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racle, or talk with one returning from 
the dead; it ſbould ſuffice, we would 
believe, | 

But ſeing it is now many hundreds of 
yeares , Since theſe things are ceaſed, 
and we have nothing left us, Preter mi- 
raculorum famam; It we ſhall not believe 
the Goſpel , by ſome it is openly pretend- 
ed, and by many it is ſecretly iamgined, 
that, in this caſe we may be FE xcuſed, 

I could with that the time would 
ſerve, Clearly to rid away this phantaſm; 
- order to it, I ſhall briefly doe three 
things, 

x. Shew that this Phantaſtical 
imagination is no new invention but 
that it hath of old, been the conceit 
of Abominable Hypocrites, 

23. I hall inquire a little into the 
grounds of this Conceit, and ſhew 
the wiſtale of thoſe ſuppoſitions, in- 
to which it is reſolved 

34). I ſhall bew, that our Savi- 
our (Knowing the thoughts of men) 
hath taken particular care to prevent 
this Imagination; and hath clearly 
decided the matter in Queſtion. 


B3 Though 


Luc. 11.47. 


Mat. 23. 30 
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L Though the preſent age be fryitful in 
inventions tending this way, yet this 
hath been Anticipated by the Wits of 
former times. 

In the 11 of Late 47, We finde the 
Scribes and Phariſees, building the Se- 
pulchers of the Prophets, whom their fa- 
thers had killed. | 

If we would know, what they pre- 
tended, in ſo doing, we ſhall find it in 


the parallel place of Matthew. They 


ſaid, if we hat been in the gayes of our 
f.rhers, we would not have been parta- 
ters vith them, inthe bloodof the Pros 
phets, | 

That theſe men, did nat believe the 

Prophets , it is manifeſt 3 Chriſt tells 
them, if they had believed the Prophets, 
they would have believed im: for they 
wrote of him, 
But that chey world have heleiyed 
the Prophets, (and not have murthered 
them) had they liyed in their times, 
this they pretend : aud it is very proba- 
ble, they had that opinion. 

Tes Verily had they lived in the 
dayes of Miracles and Frapheſier, they 
would have believed, the wery con- 

cet 
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ceit wnich is now Pretended ! 

But the Truth is, theſe men were 
abominable Hypocrites, and the cauſe of 
their Unbelzef, was not the want of mi- 
racles and Propheſies but Carnal preju- 
dice, and int ere, and the Vile fections 
of their hearts. Did not Chriſt work 
miracles? Was not he that Prophet 
which was to come? Tet they took him, 
and with wicked hands they ſew him, 
and brought upon themſelyes the hi 
of all the Prophets 

But 29. If we ſhall examine the bot- 
tom of this fancy , and reſolve it into 
its Principles, we ſhall finde that it ſup- 
poles theſe things. 


1. That the want of the ſight of 
miracles, is ſufficient to Fuſtiie un- 
belief. 

2. That to live in the very age of 
miracles, is apter to create beleif, 
then to be born and educate d, in a 
believing nation, after the world hath 
been convinced by the miracles of for- 
mer times (which is our Cale.) 


3. That the be gt of miracles, is 


of it ſelf alone, ſufficient to create be- 
B 4 Det 
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lief, in every perſon that ſhould (ce 
them, cle 
Ot which ſuppoſitions, the firſt is I aw 
contrary to commun Reaſon , and the | “. 
two later are contrary to Seriptural Rea | © 
ſon, and to the experience of the © 
world, th 
1, Vibe want of the ſight of miracles | 2 
were enough to juſtifie Infidelity, then | ve 
for every Dogma to be believed, Every | be 
Individual perſon, were to expect the | wn 
fight of miracles, which if it ſhould hap- | ra 
pen, the wonder would ceaſe, and mira- 
cles become No miracles, by the frequen- | ſt: 
of the performances of them, and | ne 
7 they would be inept to create be- | th 
lief. | | 

Every work of nature, is in it ſelf a || nc 

miracle; Who would not think it eafter I. 

to recover a man, (who had all his parts | g 

and humours already formed ,) from the || re 

dead, then from that liquid principle | « 
whereof Job ſpeakes, to raiſe up fleſh 

I. b. is. ic and ain, bones and finews: to Advance | (t 
an underſtanding creature, capable of | ti 
Adoring or blaſpheming the maker of | © 

him? Vet that & a miracle, and this is none, | 2 

onely through the rarity of one, and | # 
frequency of the other. Again 
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Again, if every one were to ſee mira- 


cles, the merit of faith would be taken Ie. 206. 


away, ' Feſus ſaid unto Thomas, be- 
*cauſe thou haſt ſeen -- thou haſt be- 
© lieved, B eſſed are they that have not 
«ſeen, yet have believed. This for 
the firſt ſuppoſition. 

2. The ſecond is this, that to live in the 

very age of miracles, is apter to create a 
belief, then to live in a belicving natis 
n a good time after the times of Mi- 
racles, 
But, contrary to this, we have in- 
ſtances both in Jews and Gentiles, After 
near 4000 years. How pertinaciouſly doe 
the Jews adhere to Moſes, againſt whom 
their fathers Marmured, and rebelled, 
notwithſtanding the ſight of all his mi- 
racles; and when he had wrought that 
great miracle u, on Corah and for his 
rebellion, the next day they rebelled 
gain. 

And we find now the whole world, 
(eſpecially the wiſer part) Converted 
to Chriſtianity, whereas the Apoſtles 
complain of the paucity of proteſlors, 
and the Infidelity of the Jews, in the 
Age of Chriſt and his Apoſtles, was fo 

- great 
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great and reſolute that it hath 4 fatal 
operation upon that nation unto this 
day, 

/ am ſenſible, that in the Compari- 
ſon of luer ages with the dayes of mira- 
cles, Imay be thought dar wtÞe 
os, and to advance a paradox, where 
that I may not lean on my own under- 
ſtanding, I beſeech you to Conſider, 
our Savioyrs deciſion of the Queſtion 
- which we have in nd. 

1 ſuppoſe, I may take it for granted, 
that Ceed of the — in our 
Saviours time, was in reſpe& of Moſes, 
the ſame (as to the matter in Queſtion) 
with our Condition in reſpect of 
Chriſt. 

1 he tradition of the law, was accom- 
panied with mighty Srgxzes and wonders, 
And ſo was ikewiſe the tradition of the 
Goſpel. 

In the times ſucceeding Moſes, God 
for a Seaſon continued the ſenſible ma- 
nifeſtation of his preſence, by miracles, 
So he did likewiſe in the times ſucceeding 
Chriſt. 

But befe#e the time of our Sapiaur 
both miracles and Propheſies had a lang 

time 


”T HK ,,-_ vs 


„% *« CG ww > wc, = F< A ww 9foo:s 3%, *« -« 


a—— en 


[UM1 


of Infidelity. 25 


time ceaſed, We ſee not our Tokens Pſalm 74, 


( ſaith the Pſalmiſt ) there is not one 
Prophet left; 4s it is with us at this 
day. 

Onely , they had the books of Moſes 
and the Prophets, Fuſt ſo Conveighed 
and propeunded to them, & our Scrip- 
tures have been to we. 

So that, if the Queſtion be propoſed 
concerning thoſe Fews 5 whether the 
preſent miracles of Chriſt , or the com- 
plexionof Motives which they had, to 
induce them to believe the writings of 
Moſes, were apter to create beließ, It 
is the ſame with our Queſtion, Whe- 
ther the liveing in The time of Miracles, 
or our Motives.z are more powerful to 
believing, To determine which Queſti- 
on; we may obſerve; That the Apa- 
ſtles after the fight of all aur Savieurs 
miracles, Continned in unbelief, till 
he had opened unto them the Scrip- 
tures, of Moſes and the Prophets. That 
after many mirgcies , he reters the Jews 
to the ſearching of the Scriptures; 

bringing them 4 notiori ad ignatius. 
Andinthe the 5 of Foby and the 47. 


he decides this Rerftion by another, Jo. 3. 47: 
a 7 
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<< if ye do not believe the writings of 
© © Moſes, how ſhall ye believe my Words: 

Thus much concerning the 2 ſuppo- 
ſition. 

3. The 2 is this, that the ſight of 
miracles, is of it ſelf alone, (»fficient 
to bring every perſon to believing, 

We oweht indeed to owne it, to the 
eternal Glory of our Blefed Redremer, 
that the Faith of Chriſtians is founded 
upon his Miracles as well as on his De 

Grine, and example, And he himſelf 
tells the Fews , that if he had not done 
miracles they ſhould not have had fin 
(i. e. the Sin of Infidelity, ) But Now 
to dream of miracles , and hanker after 
them; or to think to F.xcuſe our 1nfi- 
delity; for want of the ſight of them, 
( «5 if that alone would certainly make 
believers of us all,) it argues that we 
have been ſloathful readers of the Scrip- 
tures. 

It hapned to our Saviours miracles as 
it did to his Preaching; according to 
his parable of the ſower, Some of them 
lighted upon hearts that were honeſt 
and good, and brought forth t he fruit of 
believing, Others tell by the way fide, 

or 
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or upon ſtony places, or among the 


The prepoſſeſſion of their minds, by 
an expect ation of 2 temporal Meſſiah , 
in the Rulers, The fear of perſecution 
by them in the People; The Cares of the 
World, and deceitf»lneſs ot riches , 
The pleaſures and luſts, to which the 
Auſterities of the Goſpel · rules, were 
oppofit; and Many other prejudices , 
way rooted inthe hearts of a pervers 
and froward Generation, prevailed 4- 
gainſt the ſight of miracles , and None 
were more pervers and reſolute unbelei- 
vers, then ſome of thoſe, who had the 
Advantage of this great argument for 
believing. 

If the ſight of Miracles alone, were 
ſufficient to produce belief, in all kinds 
of Spectators, certainly the Scribes and 
Phariſees , (who By their learning were 
able to Judge of a miracle, ) the Coun- 
trymen and Kinſmen of Chriſt ( with 
whom he was moſt Converſant , ) fhould 
have been moſt Zwinent in believing. 

But behold the inchantment of prej u- 
dice and Carnal Intereſt ! In the 5, of x... 
Luke 21, The Phariſees and Doctors 


: ſaw 
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ſaw the miracle} of Chriſt, and yet 

they concluded him- a Blaſphemer, 

And when he had healed , him that 

was borne blind; they ( hypocritically) 

tad the man give Glory ro God, and 

faid they knew that Feſus mas a ſinmr, 

Job. 9. 21. They turn d his miracles imo wanton- 

neſs, tain'd themſelves Juſt men, 

that they might tempt him, 5, e. put 

a trick upon him, demanding a .in for 

a ſight, onely to ſatisfy their wanton 
Curioſity, 

As for his Country. men, this Prophet 

Ma z. bad no honour there, he did not mam 

58. miracles, among them, becauſe of 

their unbeleef. His friends ſaid he, 

Jo.,3. 2%: was beſide humſeif,and went to lay hold 
oon him, 

As for the People, In the 6 of Foby 

Jo. 6. 10. we find, that Chriſt fed 5000 men 

with 5 loavs and 2 fmall fiſhes , ſo that 

they ſaid this i of a truth that Prophet, Eut 

the Very next day (ver. 22.) the Ven 

men that had eaten of the loaves (36 

Said unto him what ſign ſheweſt thou 

that we may beleive? what doſt thou 

work ! ( 30.) as ifa miracle had not 

been a Signe ! 
. He 


Luc. 20. 2c, 
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He wrought 2 miracle among the 3. 5.17. 


Gadarens , and they beſeught him to be 
gone, Others were offended at him, 
and caſt him out of their City. The. 


Hes of all his miracles , was this; Some jo. 5. 13. 


laid he was a good man, Others Nay! 


bot he decejveth the people, And tha- J 10. 50. 


ny faid he had a Devil and was mad. 

Nay ! wheat he hung #pon the troſs they 
dcktowlederd his miracles, and jtered him 
with them; He ſaved others ;himnſelf he 
cannot ſave; let him do one more niftt- 
cle, let him come down from the Crofs, 
and we will beleive hitm: So Vain is 
the pretenre of thoſe , who thith to ex- 
cuſe their Infidelity , becauſe they cannot 
ſee 4 miracle! So falſe are the Grounds 
of that opin'on, 

3. Briefly ! to bring this Argument 
to att iſſue, 

If it were granted to theſe perſont, 
to lee a miracle, whit kind of miracle 
would they chuſe, to convince their an- 
der ſtandingo, and ſettel them in religi- 
on? We are here I confefſs in loco 
Com ectmali, and no) man can tell 
what thiracle another mart would 


chuſe, but I am perſwaded, that 


which 
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which moſt men would agree upon, as 
moſt conducing to that purpoſe where- 
of we are ſpeaking would be this; that 
to aſſ#re them ot the Immortality of the 
Soul and of the rewards and puniſh- 
ments of the world to come, and to ſa- 
tisfy their Carioſu in ſome other doubts 
and ſcraples 3 I hey might once be al- 
lowed to ſee and converſe with ſome 
one, that mig{.t riſe from the dead who 


might reſolve their 2#eftions . concer- 


Luc. 16. 22. 


ning the condition of thoſe that are in 
Hades, 

3. Tſaythen, that our Saviour who 
knew, 4 was in man, and needed 
not that any one ſnuld tell him foreſee- 
ing this Phantaſtical conceit, hath 
ſhewed the folly of it, and preoccupa- 
ted this vain reſort. 

In the 16 of Late 27, Dives makes 
it his requeſt to Alrabam; that he 
would ſend Lararus from the dead; to 
teſtify to his brethren, thoſe things 
which theſe men dream of. 

Abraham refers them to the Scrip- 
tures, which were in the ſame manner 
recommended to them as our Scriptures 

are 
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are to us. They have Moſes and the 
© © Prophets, &c. let them hear them. 

»» He ſaith unto him, Nay fa- 
ether Abrahams, but if one went to 
them from the dead, they would 
epelieve. 

And he ( Abraham ) ſaid If they 
hear not Moſes and the Prophets, 
*© neither will they be perſwaded though 
on? roſe from the dead. | 

This I tale to be a clear and à full de- 
termination of the matter in Queſtion 3 
And if any one ſhould imagine, that 
this determination was but Conj ectural, 
Our Saviour afterward tries the Experi- 
ment, and raiſes another Lazar ws from 
the dead, 

W hat was the effect of this mans co- 
mine from the dead, did it Convert the 
High Prieſt or the Scribes the rulers or 
the people; nay, but from that very 
12 took counſel together hew 
they might put Feſus to death. And 
the Chief Prieſts Conſulted, how they 
might put Lat arus to death Alſo, 

Upon theſe Conſiderations, we may in- 
fallibly Conclude, that Infidelity in Such 
times as ours, is no more excuſable , 

C then 
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then it was in the dayes of Chriſt or his 
Apoſtles; the times ot miracles and 
phrophefies , 

So much of the firſt Suppoſition, in 
the Caveat of the text, the Sinfulneſs 
of Infidelity , in General at all times, 
And the Inexcuſableneſs in our times, 
_ makes it our Duty to take heed 
OJ) 1t'5 

I paſs to the ſecond ſuppoſition , com 

cerning the Danger of falling into it 
which makes it our cancernment and 
Intereſt to beware of it. For if this 
be clear, the Exhortation will be 
power'ul , take heed brethren, &c. 

Now, the Danger of falling into inff- 
delity , is in it ſelf ſo conſpicsome , and 
made ſo ſenſbie by every day's experi- 
exce, that 7 wiſh the proof of it were 
difficult , ſo as to Juſtify a fudious & 
laborious demonſtration of ir, 

At once, to ſhorten my diſcourſe, and 
to remove the ſuſpicion of any Satyri- 
cal reflexion upon tt aſe that hear mez 
I ſball ſhrew , that the Createſt Advan- 
tages, have wot preferved the beſt of 
men, from ſometimes falling into Ja- 


fidelity, Take lzed therefore * 
1 
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The greateſt Helps and Advantazes 
againſt unbelief. I conceive to be theſe 
enſueing. 

I, Evidences of Gods Preſence, 2. Or 
theſe lighting on a good underſtanding, 
3, At leaſt upen the Ableſt of men, 
4. Such as have beld Communion with 
God. 5. Or have been eminent for 
the habit and exerciſe of faith, 
5. or theſe with warnings to prevent the 
Danger ot falling. 7, And thoſe reitera- 
ted, Tet all theſe, have not preſer- 
ved good men from ſometimes falling. 
A word of each, 

1. Firſt then, to begin with the 
perſons in the Context, What greater 
Evidences of the Preſence of God can 
be Imagined, then they enjoyed; In 
Egypt in their paſſage over the red Sea, 
in the Wilderneſs, ©* my preſence, faith 
* God, ſhall go along with you, They 
were conducted by a Pillar of a Cloud, 
&c. they were Supported, and Corrected 
by Viſible and palpable inſtances of Gods 
power and preſence, Vet they tempt- 
ed and erieved the Spirit of God, by 
their Infidelity , for © they believed not 
for all bis Wondrous Works, 

| C 2 2, Put 
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2, But theſe Fewes were a dul and 
ſtupid people, If God ſhould once 
manifeſt himſelf, to a wiſe and ander- 
ſtanding perſon (Such as we take our 
ſelves to be) We may think it impoſh- 
ble to fall into unbelief, 
I ſuppoſe it will be no diſparagement 
to theſe Obj ectors, to ſay , that Solo- 
mon might be as "yy and Knowing , 
as Wary and Philolophical as the). 
And as for the maxifeſtation of Gods 
preſence, the Scripture tells us Ex- 
Kin." 3. 3. preſsly, that God appeared to him at 
Gibeon, Where he made a promiſe to 
him which he performed. 
Yet Solomon fell into the großeſt In- 
fidelity : to think there were Gods and 
? Goddeſſes, To worlhip Aſteroth, the 
Kin. 11.5: Goddeſs of the Sidonians , and Mil- 
com the Abomination of the Anm. 
nites. 
3. But it may be yet Objected, 
that Solomon did this in the Dot age of | t 
his years, and his Dotage upon his Ido- | x 
latrous wives, which turned away his | « 
e 
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heart, but that it cond not have pre» 
ceeded from him, before his awderſ{an- 
ding was empayred. 

Be- 
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Behold then a greater then Solo- 
won! even Adam in his full flrength 
when he was newiy made after the fi- 
militude of God, a little lower then 
the Angels, God ſeveral times appea- 
red to him in the Garden; Yet he fell 
through unbeleif, and drew all his po- 
ſterity into his ruine. 

4. But Adam though he had perfe- 
ction of Nature yet he wanted Grace, 
whereby he might have held Commu- 
nion with God, which having been 
once enjoyed, would for ever have 
kept him from infidelity , or deliberate 
ſin, which alwayes proceeds from it. 


Conſider then the caſe of David! Sim. 15. 
of whom it is ſaid, that the Spirit of Hi. 


the Lord God came upon him; That 
God himſelf made a Covenant with 
him, and Sware unto him by his boli- 
neſs, that he would not fail him, 

And as for David who was like un- 
to him, for Devotion and Zeal, for ſpi- 
ritual Communion and intercourſe with 
God? He was the ſweet ſinger of Iſra- 
el; and how often do we find, his Spi- 
rit inebriated , and tranſported, in the 

C3 Celebra- 
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Celebration of his divine and raviſbing 
enjoy ments. . | 

Tet we find him falling from all this 
height; and great and terrible was his 
fall; he went mourning for it all his 
days, and bowed down his head continu- 
ally. 

But perhaps it may be thought, 
that though David was an Excellent 
man, yet ſeeing his Eminency lay not 
in the gift of Faith, but in Zeal, or 
in ſome other Grace, the danger may 
ot yet be ſo very conſiderable. | 

Behold then even Abrabam:the Dar- 
ling of the almighty , who converſed 
with Godas 2 man converſeth with his 
Friend: to whom God communicated | 
his preſence in Dreams, in Viſiens, 
in Apparitions , Toute; Y Tod 
Cows, 

He was imbued with the Habit of 
Faith, he exerted it in the nobleſt exer- 
ciſe; he manifeſted it in the heroical 
degree; ſo that he became the Father 
ot the Faithful. - 

Yet once we find him ending 
(tripping) at this fone of ffumbling; 
Aqui vocating through anbelief. 

6 But 
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6. But all theſe i=f ences were during 

the Ancient Diſpenſation, when the 
Communication of the preſence of God - 
was mere Obſcure ; before the fulneſs of 
time was come, when the word was 
made flefb and dwelt amongſt men; and 
they ſaw his glory as the glory of the on- 
ly begotten Son of God. 
Beides F we do zo! find that they 
were particalariy and finctiy warned 
of their = which may ſex the 
Wonder of the fad. 

Conſider then the Caſe, of Peter, 
the firſt of the Apoſtles. He had been 
cloſely converſant with Chriſt during 
Al the time of hi Miniftry ar a wit- 
neſs of his miracles , {aw H Tranſfige- 
ration , Heard the Voice which came 


to him from the Exceilent glory , ſay- Pl 1 25. 


ing this is my beloved S 

As for his faith, he it was, that 
made that Confeſſion, upon which the 
the Chrifien Church is founded, And 
Chriſt badprayed for him that his fear 
ſhould not fail. 

He was a Valiant man; and he n- 
Hertork that though he die, he would 
neither forſake , nor deny, his Matter, 

C 4 When 
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When Chriſt forewarns him, plainly 
and punctually, that his fairh would 
fail him. That wry »icht, before 
certain hour; So that it was impoſſible 
he ſhould be ſurpriſed. 

You know bus Undertakings and of 
his Failings it is unneceſſary to ſpeak, 

7. I know nothing now that can be 
alledged, againſt the general propen- 
fity of all men to Unbeleif, but this, that 
Peter was now ſing le and alone , that he 
failed onely this time; when he was 
envirend with Bills-and Staves and in 
Danger of his Life. 

Wherefore let us call to mind the 
Caſe of all the Apoſtles, in the great 
Foundation of our Faith the Article of 
Chriſts Reſurreftion, When theſe 
temptations were away. 

The reſurrefFion of the dead was 
in thoſe times ſo commonly believed, 
that ic was conceived of Chriſt , that 
he was one of the Old Prophets riſen 
from the Dead, and Herod ſaid he 
was Fobn the Baptiſt riſen from the 
dead, 

Of the reſurrectiun, the Apoſtles had 
ſeen Experiments, in Zar u, and ” 

the 
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the bodies of the Saints which aroſe. 
Concerning Chriſts reſurrectio Sho 
pleinly and often were they forewarnes, 
After he was riſen, how often were 
they told of it, Tet how groſely and 
often did they fail. 
In the 8 of Mark 3x Chriſt tells his wer, 2.31. 
** Diſciples, that he ſhould be killed, 
© and the 3 day he would riſe gain. He wg, 2 ,. 
© ſpake this ſaying Openly z So Open- 63. 
* /y that the Fews took notice of it(tbi . 6 
deceiver ſaid that the third dey he i. © 
would riſe again) moreover hepromi- 
ſed them plainly that after he was ti- Mar. 16. 15 
ſen, he would go before them into G4 
{lie , and appointed them a certain 
Mountain where they ſhould ſee him. 
Tet after he was riſen; Mary Magda- 
len told them that he had appearcd to 
her. But they believed not Mary Magd, 
Foanna,and Mary the Mother of Fames, 
told them the ſame, But their Speech 
ſeemed to them as Jale tales. 
The 2 Diſciples told the reſt , that 
he had appeared to them going to Em- 
mans, but they believed them not. 
He appe ared in the midſt of ten of 
them at once, ſhewed them h ay" 
an 
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and hi fide, But they believed net 
for joy, 


11.24.41 Chriſt when appeared to the Wo- 


Mat. 28. 7. men, bade them tell che Diſciples and 


Peter, that according to his promiſe, 
= ſhould ſee him in Galilie. 

17 nd the 11, Diſciples went into Ga- 
lilie, to a mountain which Feſas had 
appointed them, And when they [aw him, 
they Worſhiped , Bat ſome ababted. 

Mn. 16.24. So that Ehn, moſt in his laſt 
words, Apbraided them with their An- 
belief — becasſe they believed nat them 
wo had ſeen him, after he was ti- 
en, 

So ms are even the beſt of men, 
aſter their higheſt atteinments, un- 
der the beſt advantages, to fall ſome- 
time into Infidelity ! So great & the dun- 
ger of Unbelief! 

It is true indeed, that all theſe, 

Mic. 7. 8. might ſay with the Prophet, Rejoyce 
not againſt me O mine enemy , for 
though I , I ſhall ariſe again. Yet 
* all theſe things are written for our 
learxing , that he that thinterh he ſtan- 
deth , may tate heed leaſt he fall, f 
theſe things haye been done to the green 

tree, 
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tree, what may be done to the y? If 
the worthies and the mighty have 


fallen (how have the mighty fallen?) 


dught not the feeble to take care? 
Yes certainly they ought, 

And to uſe all means to prevent their 
falling, which is the third thing, ſup- 

fed in the Caveat, and expreſſed in 
the words following © Take heed bre- 
thren leaſt , &c, Exhort one another 
daily— 

Now the Meanes to prevent the fal- 
ling into Infdelity are the Arguments 
evincing the truth of the Goſpel which 
are very a»merens, WhereotI cannot 
noi ſpeak particularly. 

The Apoſtle in this Epiſtle makes 
uſe of 2, ſorts viz, 


1. Scriptures ofthe Old Teſta- 
ment. 

From 2. Common Reaſon whereof I 
ſhall ſpeak a little. 


The Argument from Reaſon is de- 
liyered in the 2, Chap, v. 3. 4. 
ce The Goſpel was delivered by the Zo, 


III. 
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and confirmed (tous) by them tha | 1 
* beard him. his! 

God alſo bearing thew Witneſs Sg. 
* with Signs and wonders , and divers | iI 
<< miracles and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt, I bs. 

God bare witneſs to I 
Chriſt the Author of the Goſpel : pea 
And to the Apoſtles, the Promulgers | hea 
of the Goſpel, Wherefore it is tobe | the 


believed, | Do 
The Antecedent of this Enthymemis | hi 
the ſum of what I ſhall deliver. fig 
. b. 13, „ When the Phariſces ſaid unto Ne 
& Chriſt , thy Record is not trae, be- the 


* cauſe thou beareſt record ot = elf, | fai 
© I am one ( (aith Chriſt ) that bear re- Go 
* cord of my ſelf, and the Father that | By 
© ſent me, beareth witneſs of me. 
18, Moreover he tells the Diſciples that 
. 2% the Comforter ſhould zeftify of him, And 
ye alſo ſhall bear witneſs , becauſe ye 
have been with me from the beginning. 
So that beſide the Witneſs of the 
Apoſiles', the Goſpel had the Atteſtati- 
en of all the perſons of the Trinity: viz, 
' I, Father, 
Of the 3 2. Son, 
3. Holy Ghoſt. 
t. God 
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1. God the Father bore witneſs to 
his Son; and that he did, by 1, Viſible 
Signes, and 2, Audible Voices, 3. 
Miſſion of Angels, 4. by Cooperating in 
bis Miracles, &c. 

I, At his Nativity, a new Star ap- 
peared, At his Baptiſm they ſaw the 
5 | heaven opened, and the Spirit ſent from 
e | the Father in the wiſible ſhape of a 
Dove and lighting upon him. Before 
s | hi Paſſion, he was transfigured in their 


pn And At it the Sanne was ecli- 


ww * 


» | pſedwhen the Moon was full, the Vail, 
the Rocks, rent, So that the Centuries 
ſaid, Surely this mas was the Son of 
Goa, Bodies of Saints were ſeen of ma- 
t | ny, ali theſe were viſible ſignes. 

2, As forthe p nn (the daughter 
| | of the Voice) In his Baptiſm Lo! Frag wu 
uoice from heaven, Saying , This is 
my beloved Son— At his Transfigura- 
tion a Voice came out of a cloud, which 
| | faid , Thi mj beloved Son — hear 
him. 4 litle before his death , as he 
was Praying © Father, glorifie thy Name, I. 2 8 
There came a voice from heaven, Say- 
ing, „Ive both glorified it, and will 
glorify it again. 

3. For 
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3. For miſſion of Angels by the Fa- 
ther, We find them ſtill ready upon all 
occaſions from before his Com ing 
down, to the time of his Aſcenſion into 


Heaven. 
Lc. 16. Before his Conception, the Angel 
19. Gabriel appeared to Zachary and to 


Mar. f. 20. Mary, before his Nativity to Foſeph ſay- 
ing fear not Foſeph, At the time of his 
Luc. 2. 9 Nativity a whole Chorus appeared to the 
31: Sheapheards. In his Infancy an Angel 
zo. 20. appeared twice to Foſeph, admoniſhnig 
him of his going to Egypt and his re- 
turn from thence, 
4 12, In his Adult age they miniſtred to 
M2243 him in his hunger 5 Before his death 
Mar.16, 6. they ſtrengthned him in his Agony; 
10 20. 12 After it, they rolled away the (tone 
Ac.1. 16. from his Sepulcher; They declared bs 
* And in his Aſcenſion, 
they ſtood by, and foretold his coming 
again to Fudeement, Ye men of Gala- 
lie why ſtand ye gazing © This ſame 
Feſus 


4. The Father cooperated with him, 


according to that of ur Saviour * 


the father worketh hitherto and 1 
work. — QC, 


Theſe 
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Theſe are ſome of the Arteſtations 
of the Father, 

2, Chriſt bore witneſs of himſelf. And 
this he did, by proveing himſelt to be 
the Meſſiah; vis. by fulfilling all the 
Propbe ſiei relating to the Perſon or Off- 
ces; 1he Tiſe, and the Death of the 
Meſſiah. 

His Generation was ſuch as cannot 
be declared, he was born at Bethlem, 
of the tribe of Fuda, of the Family of 
David, about 490, years after 
the return from Captivity, When 


the Scepter was juſt now departed from 


Juda. 

He performed not only the Subſtance 
of the Propheſies but all the Circumſtan- 
ces foretold, Concerning the Life and 
Death of the Meſciab. 

He was to bea Proph:t, and So he 
was, The Spirit of the Lord anointed 
him to preach, and he ſpake as never 
man ſpake. He forctold many things 
toc ome, they all bare him witneſs, 

2, He was to be 2 Xing and fo he 


vas. His Naw? was Wonderful; his 
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vtrſal Syſtem of the World, the wy 
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good and evil, the Heavens, Elements, 


Plants, Fiſhes,Brutes, Health and Sick- 
neſs , Life and Death, were all obedient 
unto his Mord. 

3. He was to be a Prieſt and ſo he 
was. He made an Attonement by his 
obedience, and by his ſufferings to the 
leaſt punctilis (to the taking of a little 
Vinegar) and when all things were ful- 
filled , He cryed with a loud voice 

ili Aci it is finiſhed, and he bowed 
his bead and gave wp the Ghoſt. 

Moreover, for the By cation of 
his Goſpel (and that he might leave 10 
place for Infidelity z, ) he roſe again from 
the dead, appeared to many Cenvin- 
ced them by all their ſenſes 3 They ſaw 
him, They heard him, they felt his 
hands and his ſide, They Eat and Drank 

with him; They Converſed with him 40. 

dayes; He was ſeen by more then 500. at 

once; and( laſtly, ) in the fight of Many 
of them, he Aſcended FYiſibly into 
Heaven. 
Theſe were ſome of the Teſtimo- 
nies, which our Lord Chriſt bore to him» 
ſelf 
3. The time would fail me, if I ſhould 


ſpeak 
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ſpeak of all the Teſtimonies given by 
the Holy Spirit, 

In his Conception, to Mary, fulfilling 
the Promiſe ot Gabriel, 

Before his Nativity to Zachary and 
Elizabeth, in his Infancy to Simeon and 
Hanna, In his Baptiſm to ob. I knew 
* him not, ſaith John, bur he that ſent 
me to baptize, ſaid unto me, upon whom 
tethou ſhalt ſee the Spirit deſcending 
** and reſting on him, that & he: and [ 
ſaw the Spirit deſcending : ThFoughout 
his whole Miniſtry , till his Death, the 
Spirit gave _ to him. 

Moreover, In his Reſurrection he was 


2 pe 
4 


* 


re 


r, 


ſation at Pentecoſt; at t 
place which Chriſt had undertaken 
for; A manifeftatios made to all the 
Senſes, and to men of every nation un- 
der heaven, Partbians — befides a Mul- Ad. 2. 5. 
titude of other Inſtances, 
Such were the Atteftations given to 
Chrift (the Author and finiſher of our 
faith), 
£ D 2, And 
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2. And for the Apoſtles (the Promul- 
gers of it) Beſides the Change of #heip 
Spirits from —— to light, — 
they were led out of Ignorance and Iuſi- 
delity, into all Truth, And from torpid 
. and 1 perſons, during the life 

of their Maſter , they became, when he 
was dead, the moſt active and magnanie 
mou in the world. (I ſay, beſides this 
Change ) They had beſtowed upon 
them, All things neceſſary (either for 
their, 1. Own A{{ſsrance, Or for the 
2. Conviction of the World, (Concerning 
the truth of the Goſpel which they delt- 
vered.) | 

I. As for themſelves, Beſides the 
Converſation with their Maſter before 
and after his Reſurrection; they had 
1. Apparitions of Angels, And to one 
of them — 1 5 appeared after he 
was aſcended to his father. 

2, They had the Bath Kol, ( Voi- 
ces from Heaven) In the 9 of the Acts, 
We finde a Voice from Heaven main- 
raining a Dialogue with Paul; and at 
another time, a voice ſaying to Peter, 
Ariſe Peter, Kill and Eat. 

3. They had extatical Fiſions, 

Peter 
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Peter was in a trance (Act. 10. 10, 19.) Act. 22177 


Faul rapt up to the third heaven. 

4. They had monitory Dreames, Paul 
ſaw a man in a Dream, ſaying unto him, 
Come into Macedonia and help us. 


5. They had Impulſes of the Spirit; 4 165. 


So Paul was forbid by the Spirit: to 
preach the Word in Aſia: 

IT, And for the Cenviction of the 
#nbelieving World 


They had diverſities of gifts and Cer. 12 


Different Adminiſtrations, To-one was 
iven the Word of Wiſdom, to another 
the Mord of Knowledz,to another Faith, 
to another the gift of Healing, to an- 
other Miracles, Propheſies, Diſcernine of 
Spirits, The gift of Tongues, 
As it is in the words which I quoted, 
* God bare them witneſs with gifts of 
ce the Holy Ghoft, and with Signes and 
Wonders , and that he did,ſo far, that I 
ſhall be juſtified by Chriſt himſelf, if I 
ſhall affirm, that the Apoſtles after his 
death, did greater miracles then he him- 
ſelf did in his He. 
Of the ſame kind with our Saviours, 
ſome they performed , by means, ha- 


ving an appearance of greater ſtrange- 
D 2 nels 
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neſs , (Chriſt healed by his tonch, his 
word his ſpittle, Peter by his ſhadow, Paul 
by # — taken from his body.) 
But one great thing there was, wherein 
they exceeded; Ihe Great and Mani- 
feſt, and frequent Effufions of the Spirit, 
The Reception of it upon themſelves, the 
communication of it to others, by Prayer, 
Preaching , Laying on of Hand,; By 
theſe it was that the wxbelieving 
world was cony.nced, and even Simon 
Magus himſelf, It is bythe power and 
Vertue of thoſe effuſions that we are 
here met together at this time, that 
the World continues Chriſtian at this 
day. And theſe are ſome of thoſe ſtan- 
ding means and Arguments, whereby 
the Progeneſs of aur hearts to Infidelity 
may be overcome; and faith may be be- 
gotten, confirmed, recovered at this day : 
Theſe are therefore to be revolved, F x- 
ho't one another dayly. To come there» 
tore toa Concluſion, 

My text it ſelf is an Application, by 
way of Exhortation , Exhertations ate 
entorced by Redſons of Duty and Con- 
cernment, and theſe J have l itherto en- 
deavoured to lay before you. ic 
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If indeed there were no Sinfulne(s in 
Infidelity, or, I is ſuch times as ours, 
it were exc#ſable,If there were no danger 
of falling into it, or no means left to re- 
medy or prevent it; It would then indeed 
be to little purpoſe to Exhort men to 
beware, 

But if the ſtare of all theſe things is 
otherwiſe, if that be plain and evident; 
agreeable to Scripture, to Reaſon and to 
Experience; If theSpeaker hath not beaten 
the Air, nor the hearers been careleſs and 
inattentive, I know not what can be 
required, to enforce and ſharpen the ex- 
hortation, 

If the time would ſuffer it, and! 
were ſpeaking to a Common or Inju- 
dicious Auditory, I might think my ſelf 
concerned, after al that hath been ſpo- 
ken to the underſtanding, to Apply my 
diſcourſe to your fections, I ſhould 
rake unto me the various forms of Ap- 
plication uſed in this Epiſtle, I would 
Reprove, Rebuke, Exhort; I would cy 
aloud, and would not ſpare, I would litt 
up my voice like a Watchmans trumpet, 
warning you fiom the Lord, concerning 
that Spirit of itreligion and infidelity 

| D 3 which 
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which is ſaid to have overſpread the 
land, 

I would tate to my ſelf a Lamen- 
tation, yea it ſhould be for a Lawenta- 
tion, for the Profeſſors of Infidelity, and 
the infidelity of Profeſſors , eve- 
ry where. But I may not now be per- 
mitted to enlarge upon theſe things, 
I may onely pray to God to give you 
underſtanding in all things, and beſeech 
— . — to conſider what hath 

ſpoken, Concluding in the words of 
the Text, Take heed, brethren, leſt there 
be in any of you, an evil heart of unbelief, 
in departing fromthe living God, E xhort 
one another dayly —— | 
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